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INTRODUCTION 


Paramonacanthus japonicus is a coral reef fish 
belonging to the family Moacanthidae of class 
Actinopterygii and the order Tetraodmtifomes. 
Eventhough it occurs in mri vaters, its origin is 
arigimally from reef region (http: /Amw .zijpcodezoo.cam) . 
Sore mirs of this family are used for aquarium 
trace also. There are approximately 22 gais reported 
in this œs (http: /Amw .zipoodezco.cam). Among the 
various gap of this family, P. jaomiass is fard to 
be camm in reef regis, lans ad soft bottan 
areas of the saa. h the peat suy, this gais ws 
recorded fr the first time as hal in the Velar shary 
ad there is m earber report aaile for their 
distrihtim in Ina estuaries. 


M ATERIALAND METHOD 


Tn a routine survey of fishes rece from te Vedi 
away revealed that a large nnr of P. jammias 
(Fig. 1) was recorded. The fishes were ford in tte 
upr reaches of the Velar estuary m 15® march, 2009 
and further, no specimen ws fard in tre subsequent 
Inmediately after collectim they were trangoorted to 
the hatchery ad accommodated into a glass tank filled 
with fresh ad filtered csterine weter ad artificial 
aeration was given. 20 nos. of fishes were collected, in 
which the largest fish measured 60m in length, 4am 
body depth and 6.85 gn in weight. The water sample 
was also collected frm the fishing site ad the 
was 2590t, Desolve Oxygen G@mg/Llit., temperature 28°C 
and tH 7.8. 


SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT 
Order TETRAODONTIFORMES 
Family MONACANTHIDAE 


Description of the Animal 

The body is laterally compressed. Head ard the 
body covered with leathery skin ad very dark avd 
shaped and anal fin with rudimentary pis with 2-3 


fin bese. The mat is poy deed ad te 
jaw has distunct three teeth. The color of the fish ws 
coserved to change during rearing in captive camtitim 
(Fig. 2). Same fishes keme fully dark black ad faint, 
if any dbject care together. this is the peular 
adaptation of these fishes ad because of this, the 
arist prefer these fistss. 

Fin Famda: Dl-I; 02-26; P-12-13; C-12; A-27-29. 
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Tale: 1. TL: Total legh, 1* IH : 1* beal fin 


Rec. zd. Surv. mäa 


various plants or attached with animals (Mhasin add 


height, RL : Retaal fin legh, T : Tail legh, 2™ 
DEB : 2™ Dorsal fin bese, BD : Pre deal distarre, 
ED: He diameter, L :Starad lavth 2™@ OH: 27 
Dorsal finkeidtt, AFL: Aral fin legth, REB : Pectoral 
finkess, AFB : Anal fin base HL : Heed legh. 

Distribution : The fisss ae disribhted wily in 
Pay of Bengal, Fast and west China, Great Barrier Reef, 
Gulf of Thailand, Hong Kong, Indian Ocean, Indmesian 
Sea, Indo-West Pacific, Southem Jan and North W eb 
Australia to Ppa New Guinea, Malaysia and Taiwen 
and other parts of the world = (http:// 
W WW. zipoodezco.cam) . 

Remarks : Momaceanthidee fishes are very cam 
in coastal ad reef waters of mian ad W sten Rxific 
Ocean. Paramonacanthus japonicus was reported first 
tame frm the Gulf of Mer regim of Indian waters 
by Senthil Kumar (2001). This goecies inhihits the 
vicinity of reef enviroment, hide therelves ang 


Atak 1996). It feeds om wide variety of benthic 
invertebrates, corals or zooplanktm = (http:// 
www.fishbase.com; Masuda & al., 1984). 
Mechavampillai (1971) reported in his sudy, m tte 
ouwe of juvenile P. doiroceptalus in te Gif of 
Mmr arca egpecially in the reef regi. In anther 
study conducted by Masuda cal. (1984) reported ther 
the juveniles sare times move towards the semed 
moderate salinity of the estuarine wter ard the 
daoundance of coastal vegetation, partiowlarly mangrove 
may be the possible regions of this fish into the stery. 
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Fig. 2. Color changing kebavior of f 


Fig. 1. Paramonacanthus japonicas. 
Jaoonicas in the resrirg tak. 


